
Not everyone could go overseas as a Methodist missionary, 

 but everyone could pray. 

Praying for  
Methodist Mission

A prayer guide for the Methodist missions 
is still published today, well over 100 years 
later. Now it is called the Methodist Prayer 
Handbook. It is still arranged as a monthly 
cycle, but the areas included have increased, 
with ‘home mission’ added since the late 
1980s. Today, partnerships in mission work, 
ecumenical and inter faith relationships 
are recognised. Each day the prayers focus 
on somewhere in the world where the 
Methodist Church has a Church-to-Church 
relationship and on at least one Methodist 
district in Britain and Ireland. 

From the late nineteenth century, the Wesleyan 

Helpers’ Union, “a fellowship of missionary 

intercession”, was guided by a prayer manual 

called What to Pray For. This booklet offered “a 

compendium of missionary information in a cycle 

of a month”. It aimed to support “intelligent” daily 

prayer requests, for specific branches of mission 

work or places where the Wesleyan Methodist 

Missionary Society was engaged. It was a product 

of its time; its language was directive, imperialist 

and neither inclusive nor ecumenical.

“May the God of justice speed us on our way,
bringing light and hope to every land and race.”
From verse 1 of a Spanish traditional hymn, translated by Alvin Schutmaat; no 411 in Singing the Faith (2011), the Methodist Church’s authorised hymnbook 

Many more types of prayer are included too, and 
there is now a list of suggested Bible readings, 
hymns and psalms for each day of the year. These 
tie in with the Methodist Church’s online Bible 
reading resource, A Word in Time –  www.
methodistchurch.org.uk/bible. 

However they choose to use it, anyone praying with 
the Methodist Prayer Handbook as their guide, will 
know that this is a resource still shared, day-by-day, 
by Christians all around Britain and the world to pray 
for mission.

Prayer Handbooks for 1913/1914 and 2013/2014. 

Annually, the Church now invites contributions 

of prayers from across Methodism on a theme. 

The theme for 2013/2014 is Light and Hope. 
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