
Methodist mission overseas had begun in 1760, when Nathaniel 
Gilbert arrived home in Antigua from London and began to 
preach to his slaves. But for the 30 years, until his death in 1814, 
Methodist missionary work would be organised largely by one 
man – the Revd Dr Thomas Coke.

Foundations of the 
Methodist Missionary Work

On 6 October 1813 the  

 Revd George Morley, 

superintendent minister of 

the Leeds Wesleyan Methodist 

Circuit, convened a meeting at 

the Old Chapel – also known as 

the Boggard House – in Leeds. 

Thomas Coke was born in Brecon, Wales, in 1747. In 1764 he 

entered Jesus College, Oxford. He was to return to Wales with 

an MA degree (and later obtained a doctorate in civil law), and 

he had been ordained as an Anglican deacon. Coke was elected 

as bailiff (mayor) of Brecon for 1771 – the same year he became 

assistant curate in South Petherton, Somerset, England, and was 

ordained priest a year later. In 1777 Coke was expelled from 

his pulpit on Easter Sunday for ‘Methodist’ (over enthusiastic!) 

preaching. He would go on to become the Revd John Wesley’s 

right-hand man and to be a leading figure in British Methodism in 

the early years after Wesley’s death in 1791.
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The meeting resulted in local ministers and laymen forming ‘The 

Methodist Missionary Society for the Leeds District’ – followed by similar 

societies in Halifax, York, Sheffield, Cornwall and Newcastle. Leeds was 

the ‘foundation stone’ of the connexional Wesleyan Methodist Missionary 

Society, established five years later.

John Wesley first met Thomas 

Coke in 1776. The following year 

he welcomed Coke to...

   “…preach the
Gospel to all 
       the world!” 

The Revd Dr Thomas Coke  
1747-1814 
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