SATURDAY 9 APRIL 2016

200th anniversary
of the death of

Bishop Francis Asbury

COMMEMORATION SERVICE

Persecution and religious freedom:
a prophetic journey

The service will proceed unannounced.

Welcome
Sarah Friswell, Chair of the Methodist Heritage Committee (11am)
Doug Swanney, Connexional Secretary within the Connexional Team (2pm)

Hymn Singing the Faith (StF) 345 – And can it be?
And can it be that I should gain
an interest in the Saviour’s blood?
Died he for me, who caused his pain?
For me, who him to death pursued?
Amazing love! How can it be
that thou, my God, shouldst die for me?

He left his Father’s throne above So free, so infinite his grace—
emptied himself of all but love,
and bled for Adam’s helpless race.
’Tis mercy all, immense and free,
For O my God, it found out me!

’Tis mystery all: the Immortal dies!
Who can explore his strange design?
In vain the first-born seraph tries
to sound the depths of love divine.
’Tis mercy all! Let earth adore,
let angel minds enquire no more.

Long my imprisoned spirit lay
fast bound in sin and nature’s night;
thine eye diffused a quickening ray—
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light,
my chains fell off, my heart was free,
I rose, went forth, and followed thee.

No condemnation now I dread;
Jesus, and all in him, is mine!
Alive in him, my living Head,
and clothed in righteousness divine,
bold I approach the eternal throne,
and claim the crown, through Christ my own.
Charles Wesley (1707-1788)

Photograph ©
Hemera Technologies /
PHOTOS.com /
Thinkstock

Opening prayers
The Revd Samuel McBratney,
Tutor for International Students at the Queen’s Foundation, Birmingham (11am)
Craig Gaffney, Youth President within the Connexional Team (2pm)
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Let us pray.
Source of Life,
you gather us in this place
from far and wide,
to speak your word of life,
and receive our prayers.
Word of Life,
you meet us in this place
with whispers of hope,
to inspire our faith,
and challenge our assumptions.
Breath of Life,
you fill us and this place
with the power of love,
to warm our hearts
and strengthen our witness.
Gracious God – Source, Word, Breath –
receive our worship borne of love,
and hear us as we offer our confession in silence.
Silence
Restorer of life,
drown out the condemnation of our own hearts
with the music of your salvation;
overcome the darkness of our fear and shame
with the persistent light of your grace;
open our ears that we may truly hear
your gracious word:
“Your sins are forgiven.”
Amen. Thanks be to God.
Adventurous God,
who goes before us and directs our way:
we give you thanks and praise for the life and ministry
of your servant, Francis Asbury,
whose tireless zeal and warm compassion
revealed your gospel across America.
Inspire us to action in the service of the same gospel,
and may we always remain within your love;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Two voices
Storytellers: Ken Luxon and friend(s)

Hymn StF 440 – Amazing Grace
Amazing grace - how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found,
was blind, but now I see.
God’s grace has taught my heart to fear,
His grace my fears relieved;
how precious did that grace appear
the hour I first believed!
Through many dangers, toils and snares
I have already come;
God’s grace has brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.
The Lord has promised good to me,
his word my hope secures;
he will my shield and portion be
as long as life endures.
And when this heart and flesh shall fail,
and mortal life shall cease,
I shall possess, within the veil
a life of joy and peace.
When we’ve been there ten thousand years
bright shining as the sun,
we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
than when we’d first begun.
John Newton (1725-1807) (alt.)
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Bible readings
Members of the Asbury 200th Anniversary Stakeholders Planning Group
Isaiah 11:1-10 • Luke 10:1-9

Message
Dr Jill Barber, Vice-President of the Methodist Conference (11am)
The Revd Steve Wild, President of the Methodist Conference (2pm)

HYMN StF 645 – Will your anchor hold?
Will your anchor hold in the storms of life,
when the clouds unfold their wings of strife?
When the strong tides lift, and the cables strain,
will your anchor drift or firm remain?
We have an anchor that keeps the soul
steadfast and sure while the billows roll;
fastened to the Rock which cannot move,
grounded firm and deep in the Saviour’s love!
Will your anchor hold in the straits of fear,
when the breakers roar and the reef is near?
While the surges rave and the wild winds blow,
shall the angry waves then your barque o’erflow?
Will your anchor hold in the floods of death,
when the waters cold chill our latest breath?
On the rising tide it can never fail,
while your anchor holds within the veil.
Will your eyes behold through the morning light,
the city of gold and the harbour bright?
Will you anchor safe by the heavenly shore,
when life’s storms are past for evermore?
Priscilla Jane Owens (1829-1907)
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Prayers for other people, places and situations
Friends from the Dudley & Netherton Methodist Circuit

Hymn StF 483 – We are marching
We are marching in the light of God,
We are marching in the light of God.
We are marching in the light of God,
We are marching in the light of God.
We are marching, oh,
We are marching in the light of God,
We are marching, oh,
We are marching in the light of God.
We are living in the love of God,
We are living in the love of God.
We are living in the love of God,
We are living in the love of God.
We are living, oh,
We are living in the love of God,
We are living, oh,
We are living in the love of God.
We are moving in the power of God,
We are moving in the power of God.
We are moving in the power of God,
We are moving in the power of God.
We are moving, oh,
We are moving in the power of God,
We are moving, oh,
We are moving in the power of God.
South African traditional
v.1 Anders Nyberg (b. 1955)
vv.2, 3 Andrew Maries (b. 1949)
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Blessing and dismissal
Go now, from this place,
into the world God has made
to seek Christ in all that you do:
We go in peace.
Go now,
to encounter Christ in all people:
We go in hope.
Go now,
to minister to Christ in the poor and the vulnerable:
We go in joy.
Go rejoicing,
for the blessing of God,
the glorious Trinity of love,
is with you and within you.
Amen. Thanks be to God.
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Francis Asbury was born in August 1745 in
Hamstead Bridge, Staffordshire.
Shortly afterwards he moved with his parents,
Joseph and ‘Eliza’ (Elizabeth), to a cottage in
the nearby hamlet of Newton in the Black
Country.
The Black Country is famous for its
metalworking, particularly chain and
nail making. Francis was apprenticed to a
blacksmith/chape-maker in the Sandwell
Valley.
Eliza wanted Francis to become the
Archbishop of Canterbury! She read the Bible
to him, sang hymns and prayed over him. But
in his early teens, Francis attended a Methodist
service at Hilltop, West Bromwich. There he
accepted Jesus Christ as his personal Lord and
Saviour, and committed himself to serve God
in the life of the Church and the world.

ABOVE: Photograph © TimE Photography
BELOW: Photograph © sodapix sodapix / Thinkstock

Mr Wesley’s travelling preacher
Francis became a Methodist local lay preacher
at age 18. The Revd John Wesley (the most
prominent of the founders of Methodism)
appointed Francis to be a Methodist ‘itinerant’
when he was 22 – one of those known as “Mr
Wesley’s travelling preachers”.

8

While he was based in Salisbury, Francis
Asbury attended his first Methodist
Conference in July 1771 at John Wesley’s
chapel, the New Room, in Bristol. He heard
John Wesley pleading for preachers to go
over to America to spread the gospel around
the new colonies. Francis volunteered and
returned home to bid farewell to his parents.
He was never to see them again.

they established the Methodist Episcopal
Church to be a separate structure for
American Methodism. Eventually Asbury and
Coke allowed themselves to be called ‘Bishop’.
Francis Asbury died on 31 March 1816. For
almost 45 years, Bishop Asbury had led all
the Methodists in America. The Church
had grown from a few hundred to more
than 200,000 members and 700 ordained
preachers. Today, there are more than 10
million Methodist worshippers in the
USA.

The Prophet of the Long Road
Asbury landed in Philadelphia on 27 October
1771. Within his first year, he had preached in
25 different settlements. He was to become
known as “the Prophet of the Long Road”.
When the American War of Independence
broke out in 1776, Asbury refused to leave.
John Wesley named both Francis Asbury
and the Revd Dr Thomas Coke as cosuperintendents of the work of spreading the
gospel in the New World, and he ordained
Coke to be General Superintendent.
Bishop Asbury
On 24 December 1784 in Baltimore, at the
so-called ‘Christmas Conference’, the Revd Dr
Coke ordained Francis Asbury, and together
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History of Darby Hand Chapel
This Methodist chapel was built as Providence
Church in 1837 at Darby Hand in Netherton,
Dudley. The tiny settlement of Darby Hand
grew up in the late eighteenth century as a coal
mining and nail making community at the side
of the Dudley Canal.
It was affiliated to the Methodist New Connexion which broke away from the main Methodist
body in 1797 and was very strong in the area.

ABOVE & BELOW: Photographs © TimE Photography

Providence Church played a central part in the
life of the community for 140 years. It was not
only a centre for Christian belief and practise,
with a strong tradition of choral singing, it
functioned as a social centre for the community
with evening events and ‘pleasure days’ with a
picnic or a walk in the woods.
Most importantly it provided education and
welfare with Sunday School and adult classes on
Sunday mornings and the Darby Hand Doctors’
Club ensured medical assistance to poor
members of the congregation.
Now known as Darby Hand Chapel, services
are arranged by the Friends of the Museum
throughout the year and include a Sunday School
Anniversary and Harvest Festival, helping to recreate an important aspect of Black Country life.
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A really big “thank you” to the Black Country Living Museum,
the UMC’s General Commission on Archives & History in the USA,
the Methodist Heritage Committee, all our volunteers
and to you for attending today’s celebrations!

Methodist Heritage website: www.methodistheritage.co.uk
Methodist Church website: www.methodist.org.uk
Black Country Living Museum website: www.bclm.co.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/MethodistHeritage
Twitter: www.twitter.com/MethodistHerit @MethodistHerit
Social media hashtag: #asbury200
Email: strachans@methodistchurch.org.uk
Tel: 020 7467 3770

Service length: approx 45 minutes.
Services at: 11.00-11.45am and 2.00-2.45pm
CCLI licence number: 2340035

